
DispatchThe
November 

2013

 U S  A r m y  D u g w a y  P r o v i n g  G r o u n d ,  U t a h

8

D u g w a y  P r o v i n g  G r o u n d  -  S c i e n c e  S e r v i n g  Wa r f i g h t e r s  a n d  C i t i z e n s

uSee Energy page 2

Energy seminar seeks alternative ideas 
Story and photos by  Bonnie A. Robinson 
Public Affairs Specialist 

    “Energy is about economic, environmental 
and national security,” said Katherine Hammack, 
Assistant Secretary of the Army (Installations, 
Energy & Environment) during a 2012 ribbon-
cutting ceremony at Dugway Proving Ground.   
“The ultimate goal is to cut energy demand and 
eventually produce all the energy the installation 
uses on-site. An energy-secure installation can 
accomplish the mission even when the 
surrounding areas might not have power.”
    Dugway Proving Ground’s garrison 
environmental office sponsored an energy 
awareness seminar Oct. 31 at the Community 
Club for National Energy Awareness Month. 
The observance is a national effort to encourage 
a month of clean energy events and activities 
that highlight the actions Army installations are 
implementing to position our country for a more 
sustainable future, create new clean energy jobs 
and lay the foundation for our nation’s long-term 
economic security.
    “The purpose of the seminar is to educate team 
members on the potential for alternate energy such 
as solar, wind and geothermal sources,” said Sean 
Svendsen, a contractor with Sain Engineering, 
working with the Dugway Public Works Office, to 
themore than 65
civilian and military 
members who 
attended the 
discussion.  
    Guest speakers
included: Mark
Gwynn, of Utah 
Geological Survey;
Krista Kisch, of 
Apex Clean Energy
Inc.; Brok Thayn, 
of Hunt Electrical; Richard J. Godlasky, of  
Lockheed Martin; and Christopher Robinson, 
director of operations, Utah Test and Training 
Range. 
    Mark Gwynn of the Utah Geological Survey 
spoke about geothermal heat, an energy generated 

from the formations within the planet or from 
radioactive decay of minerals in the Earth. 
    “If a geothermal source could be tapped at 
Dugway, it could be used as an energy source in 

many ways, from large and complex power stations 
to small and relatively simple pumping systems,” 
Gwynn said. 
    According to the National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory website in Golden Colo., eight states in 
the West, including Utah, have an estimated 3,000 

plus megawatts of energy that could be tapped. 
Interestingly, the west desert of Utah is considered 
to have one the highest potential underground 
temperatures in the region and may provide a 
renewable source that could play an indispensable 
role in a cleaner, more sustainable power. 
    “One of the drawbacks is that there is very little 
data available on Dugway, but fortunately, there 
has been a recent study on the Faust area that may 
prove helpful in determining geothermal potential 
here,” he said of the proving ground.
     Gwynn estimated that about $100,000 would 
be needed to provide an in-depth assessment of the 
proving ground’s potential. He suggested coupling 
a study with the Fish Springs area, which also 
shows “promising potential” for renewable energy. 
    “This is a highly attractive area for geothermal 
power. Together [Dugway and Fish Springs] might 
result in a shared power plant that may provide 
energy for both areas,” he added. 
    Krista Kisch of Apex Clean Energy Inc. spoke 

   “At Dugway, we appreciate efforts to build 
relationships with industries that could help 
ensure our economic, environmental and 
national security.”

Col. Ronald F. Fizer
Dugway Proving Ground commander 

Speakers for the Dugway Proving Ground Energy Awareness Seminar include: (left to right) 
Richard J. Godlasky, of Lockheed Martin; Mark Gwynn, of Utah Geological Survey, LLC; Sean 
Svendsen, Sain Engineering, working with Dugway Public Works Office; Brok Thayn, of Hunt 
Electrical; Krista Kisch, of Apex Clean Energy Inc., Oct. 31 at the Dugway Community Club.  
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This multi-monthly publication is authorized under 
the provisions of AR 360-1 in the interest of the Sol-
diers, employees, contractors and Family members of 
Dugway Proving Ground. Views and opinions are not 
necessarily those of the Department of the Army. All 
photographs are U.S. Army photos unless otherwise 
indicated. Submit all stories via email to the PAO. 
Distribution is by email copies. The Dispatch is an 
authorized publication for members of the Department 
of Defense. Content is not necessarily the official 
views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, 
Department of Defense, or DPG.
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COMMANDER’s HOTLINE: 831-3737 
People don’t need to be told what’s not working, but sometimes 
commanders do. Actions build communities. If there’s a problem, let’s 
hear about it. Leave a message, name and phone number.  

about the benefits of commercial-scale wind 
turbines and solar panels to Dugway. “Each turbine 
could provide up to 6.3 mega watts, which could 
provide power to 300 to 600 homes in English 
Village,”she said.
    Kisch stated that a study is needed to assess 
Dugway’s infrastructure, especially its ability to 
connect to future and existing power plants or 
generators. DPG would need to select suitable 
locations to maximize air funnels, such as near a 
natural canyon, which would provide an area large 
enough to accommodate a 3/4- mile space needed 
between each turbine. 
    “A solar farm might be of more interest to 
Dugway,” Kisch said. “The advantage is that the 
panels, placed on platforms, track the sun to have 
higher electrical output to power that could then be 
transferred to a utility grid for access.”
    Brok Thayn of Hunt Electrical said it is critical 
that Dugway look toward the future considering 
energy costs because Rocky Mountain Power is 
forecasting a 10 percent increase in customer cost 
each year, for the next 10 years. 
    “That’s 100 percent more than we pay right 
now, but does not include the future needs of new 
infrastructure or programs,” he said. 
     Richard Godlasky of Lockheed Martin, who 
acquired 25 years experience with the Department 
of Defense in logistics management before work-
ing with Lockheed Martin, championed microgrids. 
    “What makes micro grids interesting to remote 
sites like Dugway is their ability to produce 
power on-site and store it for emergencies, or use 
during peak demand times to reduce the cost of 
operations,” he said.
    He indicated that micro grids could potentially 
increase operational readiness threefold: by 
decreasing the cost of generating electricity from 
many smaller energy sources, allow Dugway the 
ability to generate enough of its own power to 
protect itself from critical outages, and to operate 
independently of the state or national power grid. 
    Interestingly, more than 50 U.S. military 
installations now operate, are in the planning stage, 
or are interested in testing micro grids, according 
to 2013 data by Navigant Consulting, a research 
group that has compiled a micro grid database.
    Chris Robinson, director of operations, Utah Test 
and Training Range, was the final speaker.  He said 
that he was pleased to have been asked to speak at 
the seminar during the early planning phase.  
    “It’s critical to address a sustainable energy 
future together because of the proximity of the 
Utah Test and Training Range to DPG. Early 

planning can protect current and future military 
activity.  It is essential we coordinate and proactively 
identify and address electromagnetic encroachment 
issues that could affect the secure airspace spectrum, 
training, and day-to-day operations of the UTTR,” 
Robinson said. 
    Robinson expressed concern about wind 
turbine interference and solar panels as a physical 
encroachment to the UTTR mission. He suggested, 
for example, that if radar is required to look through 
a wind turbine or, more typically, an array of 
turbines installed in the open spaces surrounding an 
airfield— aircraft could disappear from its view. He 
also pointed out that most people don’t realize that 
there are white light issues a pilot faces with turbines 
and solar panels. 
    With every turn of a blade there is a glint of light 
that could affect a pilot’s vision.  Solar panels also 
need to be constantly monitored so that they do not 
affect radar signals. If a panel is tilted oddly, the light 
could bounce off the ground, he said. We simply 
cannot afford to place a pilot in danger of losing his 
life, or lose a multi-million dollar aircraft.   
    Closing remarks were made by Col. Ronald 
F. Fizer, Dugway’s commander. Fizer thanked 
the renewable energy specialists and those who 
organized the seminar. The Army is moving 
forward with efforts to achieve a congressionally-
mandated energy goal of 25 percent production 
from renewable sources by 2025, as part of the 
Army Energy Initiatives Task Force. 
    “At Dugway, we appreciate efforts to build 
relationships with industries that could help ensure 
our economic, environmental and national security,” 
Fizer said.

Community 
 Calendar

Thursday, Nov. 21 
Shocklee Fitness Center 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Details: Dennis Nichols 831-2030

Dugway Bazaar

Get to Know Dugway 

Thursday, Dec. 5 
Outside School Ages Services 

5 p.m. tentative
Details: Dennis Nichols 831-2030

Thursday, Dec. 5 
Various locations 
7 a.m. to 5: 30 p.m. 
Kelly Wright, 831-5416

Tree Lighting Ceremony 

Saturday, Dec. 7 
Salt Lake City Airport Hilton  
6 p.m. to midnight  
Details: Kelly Wright 831-5416

Dispatch redesign

u Energy Seminar 

    The Dugway Dispatch has been redesigned. 
Editions will now be posted in much briefer 
page layout, and issues are scheduled for weekly 
publication.
    The change was made to provide articles and 
calendar more timely. 
    We encourage news tips, story ideas and will 
accept stories submitted from other Dugway 
organizations. We reserve the right to edit for 
content, length and Associated Press style. Deadline 
for submissions is Tuesday at noon. Questions? Call 
the Public Affairs Office at 831-2116.    

Christopher Robinson, director of operations, 
Utah Test and Training Range, said he was 
pleased to have been brought in early during 
the planning stages of energy issues. He 
urged leaders to work closely together to 
ensure that both DPG and the UTTR’s mission 
requirements are met.

Dugway Winter Ball

Thanksgiving Lunch
Wednesday, Nov. 27 

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Army Community  Service building   
Chaplain Stephen Dicks 831- 2432 


